
Corporate Policing, Yellow Unionism, and
Strikebreaking: Controlling Labor in the
United States, 1890-1930
The late 19th and early 20th centuries were a time of great industrial
growth and unrest in the United States. As corporations grew in power, they
increasingly sought to control their workforce and suppress labor
organizing. This led to the rise of corporate policing, yellow unionism, and
strikebreaking.

Corporate policing involved the use of private security forces to protect
company property and suppress labor activities. Yellow unionism involved
the creation of company-dominated unions that were designed to
undermine legitimate labor organizations. Strikebreaking involved the use
of violence and intimidation to prevent workers from striking.
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These tactics were used by corporations to maintain control over their
workforce and prevent the spread of unionism. They were often effective in
suppressing labor organizing, but they also led to increased violence and
unrest.

The Rise of Corporate Policing

The rise of corporate policing in the United States can be traced back to the
late 19th century. As corporations grew in size and power, they increasingly
sought to protect their property and suppress labor activities. This led to the
creation of private security forces that were used to guard company
property and break up strikes.

One of the most notorious examples of corporate policing was the
Pinkerton National Detective Agency. Founded in 1850, the Pinkertons
were hired by corporations to provide security and strikebreaking services.
The Pinkertons were known for their use of violence and intimidation, and
they were often involved in bloody confrontations with strikers.

Another example of corporate policing was the use of company guards.
Many corporations hired their own security forces to protect their property
and suppress labor activities. These company guards were often armed
and were given the authority to use force to protect company property.

The Rise of Yellow Unionism

Yellow unionism is a term used to describe company-dominated unions that
are designed to undermine legitimate labor organizations. These unions
are often created by corporations in an effort to prevent workers from
joining real unions.



Yellow unions typically have no real power to represent workers and they
often serve as a tool for management to control the workforce. These
unions may sign contracts that are favorable to the corporation and they
may discourage workers from engaging in strikes or other forms of protest.

One example of a yellow union is the United Mine Workers of America
(UMWA). The UMWA was founded in 1890 as a legitimate labor
organization. However, over time, the UMWA became increasingly
dominated by the coal industry. The UMWA signed contracts that were
favorable to the coal companies and it discouraged workers from engaging
in strikes.

The Rise of Strikebreaking

Strikebreaking is the use of violence and intimidation to prevent workers
from striking. This tactic was often used by corporations to break up strikes
and prevent workers from winning their demands.

One of the most notorious examples of strikebreaking was the use of the
National Guard. The National Guard is a state-run military force that is
often called upon to quell civil unrest. In the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, the National Guard was often used to break up strikes and
prevent workers from winning their demands.

Another example of strikebreaking was the use of hired thugs. Many
corporations hired thugs to intimidate and attack strikers. These thugs were
often armed and they were given the authority to use violence to break up
strikes.

The Impact of Corporate Policing, Yellow Unionism, and
Strikebreaking



The rise of corporate policing, yellow unionism, and strikebreaking had a
significant impact on the labor movement in the United States. These
tactics were used by corporations to suppress labor organizing and
maintain control over their workforce. They were often effective in
suppressing labor organizing, but they also led to increased violence and
unrest.

The use of corporate policing, yellow unionism, and strikebreaking led to a
decline in union membership in the United States. In 1900, about 20% of
the American workforce was unionized. By 1930, that number had declined
to about 10%.

The decline in union membership made it more difficult for workers to win
their demands and improve their working conditions. This led to a decline in
wages and benefits for American workers.

The rise of corporate policing, yellow unionism, and strikebreaking in the
United States was a major setback for the labor movement. These tactics
were used by corporations to suppress labor organizing and maintain
control over their workforce. They were often effective in suppressing labor
organizing, but they also led to increased violence and unrest.

The decline in union membership in the United States has had a significant
impact on the American economy and society. It has made it more difficult
for workers to win their demands and improve their working conditions. This
has led to a decline in wages and benefits for American workers.

The legacy of corporate policing, yellow unionism, and strikebreaking
continues to cast a long shadow over the American labor movement. These



tactics are a reminder of the lengths to which corporations will go to protect
their profits and maintain control over their workforce.
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