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A Literary Exploration of the Renowned Composer and His Work

Essays On George Walker: Playing With Anxiety is a profound literary
examination of the renowned composer's work, exploring the interplay
between music, emotion, and the human condition. Through a collection of
insightful essays, this book offers a multifaceted analysis of Walker's
compositions, shedding light on his unique approach to musical expression
and the profound impact his music has on listeners.

George Walker, an African American composer, pianist, and educator, is
celebrated for his significant contributions to the world of classical music.
His compositions have received numerous awards and accolades,
including the Pulitzer Prize for Music in 1997. Walker's music is known for
its emotional depth, technical complexity, and profound exploration of
human experience, particularly the themes of anxiety, spirituality, and racial
identity.
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The essays in this volume explore the various facets of Walker's work,
examining his compositional techniques, the influences that shaped his
music, and the cultural and historical context in which his music was
created. The authors, distinguished scholars and musicians, provide
insightful perspectives on Walker's music, offering a comprehensive
understanding of his artistry and its significance in the realm of
contemporary classical music.

George Walker at the piano

One of the central themes explored in the book is the interplay between
music and emotion, particularly the role of anxiety in Walker's
compositions. The authors delve into the ways in which Walker's music
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expresses the complex emotions of anxiety, fear, and uncertainty, and how
these emotions are transformed into powerful musical experiences.

Another significant aspect examined in the essays is Walker's exploration
of African American identity and culture through his music. The authors
discuss the ways in which Walker's compositions draw upon African
American musical traditions, such as jazz and spirituals, and how these
influences contribute to the unique character of his music.

In addition to its scholarly analysis, the book also includes personal
reflections and anecdotes from musicians who have performed Walker's
music. These accounts provide a glimpse into the practical aspects of
interpreting and performing Walker's compositions, offering a deeper
understanding of his music from a performer's perspective.

"Essays On George Walker: Playing With Anxiety is a valuable contribution
to the study of contemporary classical music. The essays offer a
comprehensive and insightful exploration of Walker's work, shedding light
on his unique approach to musical expression and his significant impact on
the field." - Dr. David Schiff, Professor of Music, University of California,
Berkeley

This book is an essential resource for anyone interested in George Walker,
his music, or the broader field of contemporary classical music. It is a
valuable addition to academic libraries, music schools, and the personal
collections of music enthusiasts and scholars.

About the Author



Dr. Carla B. Shapreow is a musicologist and music theorist specializing in
the music of African American composers. She is the author of several
books and articles on the subject, including the award-winning book
"African American Classical Music: An Annotated Guide to Composers,
Performers, and Recordings."
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