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Looking Through
the Keyhole

haiku and senryu

Maria Tomcezak

Like a sneak peek through a keyhole, the book "Looking Through the
Keyhole Haiku and Senryu" offers a tantalizing glimpse into the enigmatic
realm of Japanese poetry. This comprehensive guide delves into the
captivating world of haiku and senryu, two poetic forms that have
captivated readers for centuries.
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With in-depth analysis and insightful commentary, "Looking Through the
Keyhole" unlocks the secrets of these enchanting literary gems. Whether
you're a seasoned poetry aficionado or a curious novice, this book will
guide you through the intricacies of haiku and senryu, revealing their
hidden layers of meaning and beauty.

Understanding Haiku

Haiku, a traditional Japanese poetic form, is characterized by its brevity
and simplicity. Consisting of three unrhymed lines with a specific syllable
count (5-7-5),haiku captures the essence of a moment, often evoking a
sense of nature or human emaotion.

"Looking Through the Keyhole" provides a thorough exploration of the
structure, themes, and symbolism found in haiku. Through detailed
examples and expert analysis, the book unveils the intricate techniques
used to create these evocative and thought-provoking poems.

Exploring Senryu

While haiku focuses on nature and beauty, senryu takes a different
approach. This subgenre of haiku emerged in the 18th century, focusing on
human foibles and everyday life. Senryu are often humorous or satirical,
offering a witty and relatable perspective on the human condition.

"Looking Through the Keyhole" dedicates a significant portion to senryu,
examining its unique characteristics and examining its evolution over time.
The book showcases the sharp wit and social commentary found in senryu,
providing a comprehensive understanding of this fascinating poetic form.

Comparative Analysis



One of the strengths of "Looking Through the Keyhole" is its comparative
analysis of haiku and senryu. The book explores the similarities and
differences between these two poetic forms, shedding light on their
respective strengths and purposes.

Through in-depth comparisons, the book reveals how haiku and senryu
complement each other, forming a rich tapestry of Japanese poetry that
captures the full spectrum of human experience.

Practical Applications
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For those seeking to delve into the enchanting world of haiku and senryu,
"Looking Through the Keyhole" is an indispensable companion. This
comprehensive guide unlocks the secrets of these enigmatic poetic forms,
providing a rich and engaging journey through the depths of Japanese
poetry.

With its in-depth analysis, practical exercises, and comparative insights,
"Looking Through the Keyhole" is the definitive guide for anyone
passionate about haiku and senryu. Immerse yourself in the captivating
world of Japanese poetry and discover the hidden gems that lie beyond the
keyhole.
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