
Review of Hand Surgery: The Masterwork That
Defined a Specialty
Hand Surgery, the seminal text edited by the legendary Sterling Bunnell in
1944, revolutionized the field of hand surgery. This comprehensive and
authoritative volume, a collection of contributions from eminent hand
surgeons of the era, established a foundation for the specialty and set the
stage for its exponential growth in the subsequent decades. This review
delves into the historical context, key contributions, and enduring legacy of
Hand Surgery, exploring its profound impact on the field and the countless
lives it has touched.
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Historical Context: The Genesis of Hand Surgery

Prior to the publication of Hand Surgery, the treatment of hand injuries and
deformities was often relegated to general surgeons or orthopedists with
limited specialized training. The complexities of hand anatomy and function
presented formidable challenges, and there was a dearth of dedicated
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resources for surgeons seeking to enhance their knowledge and skills in
this intricate field.

Recognizing this need, Sterling Bunnell, a visionary plastic surgeon and
pioneer in hand surgery, embarked on the ambitious project of compiling a
comprehensive text that would serve as a definitive guide for surgeons
specializing in hand surgery. Bunnell assembled a team of renowned
contributors, each an expert in their respective area of hand surgery, to
share their knowledge and insights. The result was Hand Surgery, a
groundbreaking work that would forever change the landscape of hand
surgery.

Key Contributions: A Tapestry of Expertise

Hand Surgery is a testament to the collective brilliance of its contributors,
who represented the vanguard of hand surgery in the mid-20th century.
Among them were luminaries such as Paul Brand, known for his pioneering
work in leprosy surgery; James Barrett Brown, renowned for his innovative
tendon repair techniques; and Robert Bunnell, Sterling Bunnell's brother,
who made significant contributions to fingertip reconstruction and nerve
surgery.

Each chapter in Hand Surgery delves into a specific aspect of hand
anatomy, pathology, and treatment. The text covers a wide range of topics,
including congenital hand deformities, tendon and nerve injuries, fractures
and dislocations, and reconstructive surgery. The contributors provide
detailed descriptions of surgical techniques, accompanied by clear and
informative illustrations, making the book an invaluable resource for
surgeons of all levels of experience.



Enduring Legacy: A Cornerstone of Hand Surgery

Since its initial publication in 1944, Hand Surgery has undergone numerous
revisions and updates, each building upon the foundation laid by Sterling
Bunnell and his esteemed contributors. The current edition, meticulously
edited by hand surgery luminaries Robert G. Smith and Amit Gupta, reflects
the latest advances in the field and remains the gold standard reference for
hand surgeons worldwide.

Hand Surgery has played a pivotal role in the evolution of hand surgery as
a recognized specialty. It has served as an essential educational tool for
countless surgeons, inspiring them to pursue careers in this challenging
and rewarding field. The book's comprehensive coverage and insightful
discussions have shaped the clinical practice of hand surgery globally,
leading to improved outcomes for patients with hand injuries and
deformities.

: A Timeless Masterpiece

Hand Surgery is more than just a textbook; it is a testament to the
pioneering spirit of Sterling Bunnell and the dedication of the many
surgeons who have contributed to its enduring legacy. This seminal work
has revolutionized the field of hand surgery, providing an invaluable
resource for surgeons striving to enhance their knowledge and skills. Hand
Surgery continues to inspire generations of surgeons, standing as a
timeless masterpiece that has shaped the specialty and improved the lives
of countless individuals.

For hand surgeons seeking to expand their knowledge, refine their
techniques, or delve into the history of the specialty, Hand Surgery is an
essential companion. Its enduring relevance underscores the profound



impact it has had on the field, solidifying its place as a cornerstone of hand
surgery education and practice.
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