
Study Guide for Edward Albee's Three Tall
Women Drama: A Comprehensive Guide for
Students
Edward Albee's "Three Tall Women" is a critically acclaimed drama that
explores the complexities of aging, identity, and the human condition. This
comprehensive study guide is specifically designed to assist students in
their analysis and understanding of this thought-provoking play. Through in-
depth discussions, engaging questions, and a thorough examination of
themes, characters, symbolism, and cultural significance, this guide aims to
enhance students' appreciation and comprehension of Albee's
masterpiece.
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Themes and Motifs

The Passage of Time and Aging
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The passage of time and the process of aging are central themes in "Three
Tall Women." The play depicts the main character, A, at three distinct
stages of her life: as a young woman, a middle-aged woman, and an
elderly woman. Through these different perspectives, Albee explores the
challenges, regrets, and wisdom that come with each phase of life.
Students should consider how the play portrays the physical, emotional,
and psychological effects of aging.

- Discussion Question: How do the three versions of A reflect the different
stages of life and the challenges associated with each stage?

Identity and Self-Discovery

"Three Tall Women" also delves into the theme of identity and self-
discovery. A struggles with her sense of identity throughout the play,
questioning her choices, relationships, and purpose in life. Students should
analyze how Albee uses the character interactions and the evolving
relationship between A and her Younger and Older selves to explore the
complexities of identity.

- Discussion Question: How does A's relationship with her Younger and
Older selves shape her understanding of her own identity?

The Power of Memory

Memory plays a significant role in "Three Tall Women." Albee uses
flashbacks and fragmented memories to create a complex and nuanced
portrayal of the past. Students should examine how memory is used to
shape the characters' perceptions of themselves and their relationships.
They should also consider the ways in which memory can both empower
and haunt individuals.



- Discussion Question: How does the play use memory to explore the
subjective nature of truth and the fluidity of the past?

Character Analysis

A

A is the central character of "Three Tall Women." She is a complex and
multifaceted figure who undergoes a profound transformation throughout
the play. Students should analyze the different perspectives and
motivations of the three versions of A, paying attention to how her character
develops and changes over time.

The Younger Woman

The Younger Woman represents A's youthful idealism and ambition. She is
full of energy and determination, but also naive and impulsive. Students
should consider the ways in which the Younger Woman's perspective
contrasts with the other two versions of A and how it contributes to the
overall understanding of her character.

The Middle-Aged Woman

The Middle-Aged Woman is a more mature and reflective version of A. She
has gained experience and wisdom, but is also disillusioned and jaded.
Students should analyze the Middle-Aged Woman's struggles and regrets,
and how her perspective sheds light on the challenges of midlife.

The Elderly Woman

The Elderly Woman is a frail and vulnerable version of A. She is nearing
the end of her life and is forced to confront her mortality and legacy.
Students should examine the Elderly Woman's fears, regrets, and hopes,



and how her perspective enriches the play's exploration of aging and the
human condition.

Symbolism and Imagery

Albee uses symbolism and imagery throughout "Three Tall Women" to
enhance the play's meaning and depth. Students should pay attention to
recurring images and symbols, such as the mirror, the garden, and the
music. They should consider how these elements contribute to the play's
themes and character development.

The Mirror

The mirror is a powerful symbol in "Three Tall Women." It represents self-
reflection, identity, and the passage of time. Students should examine the
different ways in which the mirror is used in the play and how it contributes
to the characters' understanding of themselves and their relationships.

The Garden

The garden is another important symbol in the play. It represents growth,
change, and the beauty and fragility of life. Students should analyze the
significance of the garden in the context of the play's themes and how it
contributes to the characters' journeys.

Music

Music plays a significant role in "Three Tall Women." It is used to create
atmosphere, evoke emotions, and foreshadow events. Students should pay
attention to the different types of music used in the play and how it
contributes to the overall impact of the drama.

Cultural Significance



"Three Tall Women" is a play that resonates with audiences on a universal
level. It explores themes that are relevant to all people, regardless of age,
gender, or background. Students should consider the play's cultural
significance and how it reflects the human experience.

- Discussion Question: How does "Three Tall Women" reflect the changing
attitudes towards aging and the role of women in society? - Discussion
Question: What insights does the play provide into the complexities of
human relationships and the challenges of living a meaningful life?

"Three Tall Women" is a rich and rewarding play that offers students a
wealth of opportunities for analysis and discussion. This study guide has
provided a comprehensive overview of the play's themes, characters,
symbolism, and cultural significance. By engaging with the questions and
discussions outlined in this guide, students can deepen their understanding
of Albee's masterpiece and develop a more nuanced appreciation for its
enduring relevance and impact.
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