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The Class, a captivating novel by Louis Auchincloss, delves into the
intricate web of class and society in post-World War II America. Published
in 1956, the book garnered critical acclaim and secured its place as a
significant work of American literature. This article serves as a
comprehensive guide to The Class, shedding light on its compelling
characters, profound themes, and lasting impact.

A Tapestry of Characters

At the heart of The Class lies a captivating cast of characters, each
representing a distinct facet of the American upper class. The protagonist,
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Paul Standish, is a young man from a wealthy and influential family. As he
navigates the complexities of his social circle, Paul grapples with the
conflicting demands of tradition and personal aspirations.

Other notable characters include:

Corinne Smith: Paul's intelligent and ambitious cousin, who
challenges societal norms and seeks a life beyond the confines of her
class.

Willie Janeway: A charming and carefree man, Willie epitomizes the
carefree and privileged lifestyle of the upper class.

Harriet Standish: Paul's mother, a strong-willed and traditional
woman who values family lineage and social status above all else.

Roger Standish: Paul's father, a successful businessman who
embodies the conservative values and detached demeanor of the
American elite.

Through these characters, Auchincloss paints a vivid portrait of the
complexities and contradictions within the American upper class.

Exploring Themes of Class and Society

The Class is a profound exploration of the enduring influence of class on
individual lives and society as a whole. Auchincloss deftly exposes the
ways in which social hierarchy shapes opportunities, expectations, and
relationships.

The novel highlights the challenges faced by those who attempt to break
free from the confines of their class. Corinne Smith's struggle to find a



meaningful career outside of the traditional roles assigned to women, and
Paul Standish's internal conflict between his desire for personal fulfillment
and his family's expectations, are poignant examples of this theme.

Furthermore, The Class offers a satirical critique of the superficiality and
hypocrisy that often accompany wealth and privilege. Auchincloss exposes
the emptiness and moral decay lurking beneath the polished facades of the
upper class, revealing the corrosive effects of social inequality.

Impact on American Literature

The Class has had a significant impact on American literature, earning a
place among the classic works of social realism. Auchincloss's keen
observations and incisive wit have earned him recognition as a master
satirist, comparable to the likes of Sinclair Lewis and Edith Wharton.

The novel's portrayal of the American upper class has influenced
generations of writers, inspiring new perspectives on class and social
stratification. It has also served as a valuable historical document, providing
insight into the social and cultural landscape of post-war America.

In 1957, The Class was awarded the prestigious Pulitzer Prize for Fiction,
further cementing its place in the literary canon.

The Class by Louis Auchincloss is a captivating and insightful novel that
explores the complexities of class and society in post-World War II
America. Through its memorable characters, profound themes, and
enduring impact on American literature, The Class continues to captivate
readers and provoke thoughtful consideration of the role of class in shaping
our lives and society.
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