
Voodoo Strings: The Spiritual Origins of Blues
Guitar
In the realm of music, few genres evoke the raw emotions and cultural
heritage of a people as profoundly as the blues. With its haunting melodies
and heart-wrenching lyrics, the blues has captivated audiences worldwide,
becoming an intrinsic part of American musical culture. But beyond its
undeniable musical appeal lies a lesser-known story—the spiritual roots of
the blues guitar. In his illuminating book, "Voodoo Strings: The Spiritual
Origins of Blues Guitar," author and musician David Evans embarks on a
fascinating journey to uncover the deep connection between African
spiritual traditions and the birth of this iconic musical form.
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From Africa to the Mississippi Delta

Evans traces the origins of the blues guitar back to the heart of West Africa,
where the griots—master musicians and storytellers—held a revered
position in society. Through their music, the griots preserved the oral
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traditions and spiritual beliefs of their communities, using instruments like
the kora and the ngoni. These instruments, with their distinctive string
arrangements and percussive qualities, would later serve as the foundation
for the blues guitar.

As the slave trade brought Africans to the Americas, they carried their
musical traditions with them. In the Mississippi Delta, a fertile musical
melting pot where African, European, and Native American influences
converged, the blues guitar emerged as a unique expression of the spiritual
and emotional struggles of the enslaved people. Musicians like Charley
Patton, Son House, and Robert Johnson forged a new musical language,
infusing the guitar with the rhythms, harmonies, and melodies of their
African heritage.

The Influence of Voodoo

Evans delves deeply into the role of voodoo in shaping the spiritual
essence of the blues guitar. Voodoo, a syncretic religion that blends African
animist beliefs with Catholic imagery, played a significant role in the lives of
many blues musicians. Through voodoo rituals and ceremonies, musicians
sought spiritual guidance, protection, and inspiration for their music.

The trance-inducing rhythms and hypnotic melodies of voodoo chants
found their way into the blues, creating a sense of otherworldly connection
and emotional catharsis. Voodoo imagery, such as the crossroads where
deals with the devil were made, also permeated blues lyrics, adding a layer
of mystery and superstition to the genre.

The Spirit of the Blues



Beyond its historical and cultural significance, "Voodoo Strings" explores
the enduring spiritual essence of the blues guitar. For many blues
musicians, the guitar was not merely an instrument but a means of
transcending their earthly struggles and connecting with a higher power.
Through their music, they sought to heal wounds, uplift spirits, and give
voice to the voiceless.

Evans argues that the blues guitar is a powerful conduit for spiritual
expression, capable of conveying a range of emotions, from deep sorrow to
unyielding hope. By blending African spirituality, voodoo traditions, and the
raw emotions of the human experience, the blues guitar became a
transformative force in American music, resonating with generations of
listeners around the globe.

"Voodoo Strings: The Spiritual Origins of Blues Guitar" is a captivating
exploration of the profound connection between music and spirituality.
Through his insightful analysis and engaging storytelling, David Evans
unveils the hidden threads that link the blues guitar to its African roots and
voodoo influences. By shining a light on this lesser-known aspect of blues
history, Evans not only enriches our understanding of this iconic American
musical form but also invites us to appreciate its enduring spiritual power.

Whether you're a seasoned blues aficionado or simply curious about the
origins of this beloved genre, "Voodoo Strings" offers a fascinating and
thought-provoking journey into the soul of the blues guitar.
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